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	1.  After Nixon won the 1968 election, he pledged to change the direction of the Vietnam War.  He knew the war was not winnable, but he wanted to leave Vietnam with the US having a good reputation.  This is called “peace with honor.”  

Nixon tried to persuade North Vietnam that the US would leave through Vietnamization, the decrease of US troops and more responsibility given to the S. Vietnamese

Peace talks began in Paris in 1968 to keep South Vietnam Independent, but no progress was made. Nixon decided to put military pressure on North Vietnam.  In March 1969, Nixon decided to start bombing Cambodia, a neutral nation next to Vietnam, where the Viet Cong had supply lines.  This lasted for 4 years more.  
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	2.  Vietnamization lessened anti war protestors for awhile.  However in 1969, journalist Seymour Hersh published about, The My Lai Massacre, from March 1968 but had been covered up by the military. U.S. soldiers, believing My Lai to be a Viet Cong center, had gone there on a search-and-destroy mission. They found no armed Viet Cong in the village, just women, children, and old men. Nevertheless, one morning the soldiers rounded up and executed about 500 of these civilians.
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	3.  At Kent State University in Ohio on May 4 1970, students gathered to protest the invasion of Cambodia. The National Guard was called in to break up a peace rally being held after several days of violent protests.  In what’s known as the Kent State shootings, 4 students were killed and 9 were injured when the National Guard opened fire.

Protests erupted on college campuses and in cities across the nation. Vietnam veterans took part in some of these protests. but, only a few Americans protested. Many Americans rejected antiwar protests, seeing them as unpatriotic and disruptive. In May 1970, construction workers in New York City held marches in support of the war.
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	4.  In 1971, a former Department of Defense official, Daniel Ellsberg, leaked a top-secret study known as the Pentagon Papers to the New York Times. This study revealed how previous presidents had deceived Congress and the public about Vietnam.  It revealed that former president Johnson lied about Vietnam, and had planned to enlarge the war, even when he promised to not to.  

Nixon wanted to stop the publication of the Pentagon Papers, but the Supreme Court ruled in favor of Ellsberg, citing Free Speech.  
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	5.  By 1970, support for the war in congress had declined.  Congress passed the War Powers resolution.  This placed limits, on the amount of force a president can use without congressional approval. 

 
	
	[image: image8.jpg]




	6.  Over the next three years, however, Vietnamization drastically cut U.S. casualties, as more and more soldiers came home. The US military effort focused on bombings and cutting off N. Vietnam’s supply routes from China and The Soviet Union.
On January 27, 1973, representatives of the United States, South Vietnam, North Vietnam, and the Viet Cong signed the Paris Peace Accords. It also called for the withdrawal of all U.S. troops and the release of all U.S. prisoners of war.
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	7.  Many prisoners of war (POWs) had a horrifying experience.  POWs lived in miserable conditions, often in solitary confinement, and they faced regular interrogations and torture. Half suffered from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)

Unlike soldiers returning from World War II, most Vietnam veterans were not treated like heroes. Few communities welcomed their soldiers back with parades or celebrations. Instead, Vietnam veterans were often shunned or simply ignored by the general public. As a result, they did not receive the support and understanding they deserved for their service and sacrifices.
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	8.  In March 1975, the North Vietnamese broke the Paris Peace Accords and launched an all-out offensive to capture South Vietnam. U.S. forces were not sent back into South Vietnam to support the government there.  The NVA quickly surrounded Saigon. The U.S. embassy evacuated several thousand Americans and South Vietnamese.  Helicopters airlifted most of the evacuees from the embassy rooftop to U.S. ships.  South Vietnam, and the Vietnam War came to an end.  Vietnam because united as a communist nation.   Saigon was renamed “Ho Chi Minh City.”   

As the communists took over South Vietnam, they seized property and sent S. Vietnamese politicians and others to labor camps. Over 1 million S. Vietnamese fled by boat.  Many came to the United States and California.   
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	9.  Neighboring countries Laos and Cambodia fell to communism eventually.   The communist regime in Cambodia, called the Khmer Rouge, cleared out all urban areas, forcing about 3 million city dwellers to work at hard labor on farms. Nearly 1.7 million Cambodian officials, merchants, members of minority groups, and others were worked to death, starved to death, or killed outright.
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	10.  The Vietnam War left a big scar on the US.  Over 58,000 Americans died.  To many, the war seemed pointless.  America had lost the war.  

As a result, The US reduced getting involved its involvement in fight against communism and the Cold War became cold again.  Second, many Americans lost trust in their government, and didn’t always trust what they said anymore.  

In 1982, the Vietnam War Monument was erected in Washington DC.   It listed every name of those who died in the war.  Many veterans after seeing the monument, felt that they had finally “come home.”
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